 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 Using our Senses to Create Mental Images
(Feel free to tweak any of the shared reading…implementing character traits, prediction, connections)
	SUB TOPIC
	WHAT I NEED
	CONNECTION
	TEACHING POINT/MODELING
	ACTIVE ENGAGEMENT
	LINK TO ON-GOING WORK
	CONFER WITH...

	#1
Readers can SEE an Image in their Minds

Shared Reading
	*Give children a scrap piece of paper.  Roll it into a tube.  Have them use the tubes as telescopes.


	You have become experts at making connections.  Today we are going to begin to learn another way good readers think about what they read.  Before I tell you what that is, I want you explore for a minute with the tools that I have in this bag.  Give each child a scrap piece of paper to roll up.  Please use this tube to ‘I Spy’ around the room.  Just see what you can see.


	Gather them back onto the carpet.  Ask them the following questions… What did you see?  Was it more interesting to look at things through the tube?  Why?  Possible answers:  

The world looks different. 

It’s like looking through a keyhole.
I can focus better.

We’re going to call these our ‘visualizing tubes’.  Visualizing means to see something more clearly.  Let’s practice visualizing one more time.
	Take your visualizing tube and try to spy one of these objects that I’ve placed on the smartboard.  (Try to get some interesting things such as a shell, large pine cone, a potted plant, rusty metal bucket, small bird feeder.)  Instruct the children to all focus on the bird feeder.  Then have them make a sketch on the paper they use for the telescope.

After a few minutes gather them back together and look at the drawings they made..
	For the rest of this month we are going to talk about how we can help our brains see an author’s words more clearly…just as if we are looking at something through our visualizing tubes.  It’s like magic!  Being able to visualize makes reading so much more fun.
	

	#2
Readers can SEE an Image in their Minds

Shared Reading
	*Book:  Find a book that has good descriptive words

	Yesterday we started talking about visualizing.  Remember that I told you that if we visualize what the author is writing about we can really understand the words a lot better.  Let me show you how you can do that. 


	Many times authors add details to their words that help their readers really think about what is going on in the story.  It’s almost like we need to have a movie going on in our minds.  This is called a mental image.  Begin reading the story.  Help them make ‘movies in their minds’ along the way by saying You know I didn’t quite get that part.  I’m going to read it again very slowly and this time I’m going to try to make a movie in my mind”. Continue to ‘think aloud’.
	I want you to try it too. Continue reading the story.  Once in a while stop and have them share with their partner the images they SEE in their minds.
	When you read your story today I want you to SEE a movie in your mind.  Think beyond the words on the page.  If you are able to make a movie in your mind put a Post-It note on that page.  You will share your mental image with your partner at the end of independent reading today.
	

	#3
Readers can HEAR an Image in their Minds

Shared Reading
	*Book:  The Napping House by Audrey Wood


	We learned yesterday that we can make a movie in our minds when we think of the words in a story.  Today we’re going to practice using a new sense:  HEARING


	Remember when I told you that authors will add details to their words to help their readers really think about what is happening in the story?  Well I am going to show you how author Audrey Wood helps us not only see a picture in our minds but also HEAR what is going on.
	Begin reading The Napping House.  Point out the adjectives used to describe each character:  slumbering, snoring, etc.  Ask one child to provide an example of how she/he thinks the grandma sounds when she is snoring.  Choose another for the dog.  Do this throughout the book.  You can reread the book so that other children can have a turn.
	Today when you read your story I want you to SEE and HEAR what is going on.  If there is a part of your story that was easy to do these two things, use a Post-It to mark the spot and be ready to share with your partner. 

	

	#4
Readers can SMELL & TASTE an Image in their Minds

Shared Reading
	*Book:  If You Take a Mouse to the Movies by Laura Numeroff

	Review SEE and HEAR.  Today we are going to think about our senses of SMELL and TASTE.  Will they help us make an even better mental image?  You will decide at the end of our mini-lesson today.


	Today I am going to read a story that you may be familiar with.  While I’m reading I want you to create a mental image beyond what you see in the pictures and hear in the words.  Try to place yourself in the story by imaging what you would SMELL and TASTE if you were a character in the book.  Read the book.
	Now turn to your partner and describe what you SMELLED and TASTED.  Can you also make a connection to the story? 
	When you read today please mark any pages with a Post-It where you were able to SMELL or TASTE something in your mind.  
	

	#5
Readers can FEEL an Image in their Minds 

Shared Reading
	*Book:  The Mitten by Jan Brett


	WOW! You have done an impressive job with your mental images.  Let’s try one more way to help us make an even better one.

.
	 I am going to read a familiar story.  This time however we are going to try to image how the characters FEEL.  How do they feel as in the sense of touch….not necessarily how they are feeling inside their hearts.
	Read The Mitten.  Stop after each new animal crawls inside the mitten.  Note the reason why Jan Brett had each character make room for the new animal to come inside the mitten (big kickers, sharp prickles, long talons, etc.)  How would it feel?
	Great job!  You know what to do right?  Try to FEEL what the character is touching.  It could be something as simple as feeling the wind on your face or how cold the water is or how hot the soup is.  Mark a spot with a Post-It and be ready to share.
	


 Mental Images are Created from Using All Five Senses and our Schema 
	SUB TOPIC
	WHAT I NEED
	CONNECTION
	TEACHING POINT/MODELING
	ACTIVE ENGAGEMENT
	LINK TO ON-GOING WORK
	CONFER WITH...

	#6
Readers Use ALL of their Senses to Create Mental Images

Shared Reading
	*Book:  Mrs. Wishy Washy by Joy Cowley


	This week we have talking about how readers can make mental images.  Today we are going to put all of our senses together and practice making rich, vivid images in our minds


	Read the book Mrs. Wishy-Washy. 
	Stop after every few pages and ask them to share what each scene might sound, smell, feel, taste.  Once in a while just read the words without showing the pictures.  Ask them to describe the page to you based on their mental image.
	Today when you are reading your books try to get a mental image in your mind of things going on in the story.  Imagine what the author wants you to SEE, HEAR, SMELL, TASTE, and FEEL.  Imagine the story as if you were a character in the story.
	

	#7
Readers Use ALL of their Senses to Create Mental Images and Learning How to Write it Down

(Part 1)

Shared Reading
	*Book:  Birthday Presents 

by Cynthia Rylant

*chart paper with the five senses written on it 


	For the past few lessons we have worked on learning how to use all of our senses to help us make a vivid mental image.  What are the five senses?

SEE, HEAR, SMELL, TASTE, and FEEL.  Today I’m going to show you how we can write down our thoughts on paper and keep track of the senses we are using.


	When I read the book I want you to keep track of any mental images you may have but don’t share them yet.  We’re going to write down our ideas under each ‘sense’ category on this chart when I finish.
	As I read you can indicate that you have a mental image by doing the following:

SEE- touch the side of 
         your eye

HEAR-touch your ear

SMELL-touch your nose

TASTE-touch your lips

FEEL-hold up your hand

Read Birthday Presents.  Document their mental images on the chart.
	Remember to use all of your senses today while reading.  Be prepared to share one or two of you mental images with your partner. 
	

	#8
Readers Use ALL of their Senses to Create Mental Images and Learning How to Write it Down

(Part 2)

Shared REading
	*Book:  Owl Moon  by Jane Yolen
*copies of mental images sheet

*chart paper


	Over the past few weeks we’ve been working on using our senses while we read.  Remember that good readers put themselves in the story by thinking about what the characters in the story SEE, HEAR, TASTE, FEEL and SMELL.


	As I read the story today I want you to fill out your own mental image chart.  Pay very close attention to all of the details by using all of your senses.

Have them draw a picture and write a word that describes the sense they are experiencing.
	After they have finished allow for some time to share.  If there is enough time you could document their ideas on a large chart.
	How do these mental images help us to better understand the story?
	

	#9
Readers Use ALL of their Senses to Create Mental Images and Learning How to Write it Down

(Part 3)

Shared Reading
	*Book:  Night Sounds, Morning Colors by Rosemary Wells 
*copies of mental images sheet


	Use the same procedure as yesterday’s lesson.


	
	
	
	

	# 10

Readers Use ALL their senses to Create Mental Pictures and write it down.

Shared Reading
	*Book: Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs

Graphic Organizer


	We have discussed reading and having mental images using our 5 senses.  We have learned how to explain those images both orally and on paper.


	TTW read Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs.
	The children will take a copy of the 5 senses chart and complete it.  They must write the words that helped them determine their mental images
	Turn it in for a grade.
	


 A Reader’s Mental Images are Influenced        

                                          by Interacting with Others 
	SUB TOPIC
	WHAT I NEED
	CONNECTION
	TEACHING POINT/MODELING
	ACTIVE ENGAGEMENT
	LINK TO ON-GOING WORK
	CONFER WITH...

	#13
Readers Can Change Their Mental Images by Sharing with Others

Shared Reading 
	*Poem:  Pumpkin Poem

	Last time we met we learned that our mental images are not the same because our schema is different.  Does that make one person’s mental image better than someone else’s?  NO!


	Read the poem aloud.  Have them read and re-read it with you.  Don’t talk much about the images or meaning.  Now that we have read this several times I want you to sketch the mental image you have created in your minds.  Use one of the forms provided.
	Now that you have finished your sketch please share it with someone next to you.  Give them a minute to share their drawings.  Now listen to the poem again while you look at your picture.  Read it one more time.  Did your partner’s image change your understanding of the poem?  Did rereading it change the way you picture it?  Now I want you to draw your mental image as you see it now.
	When we create mental images and share it with someone else we are able to learn more because each person brings in new schema or background knowledge.  This is how we form new ideas.  When you read today I want you to be ready to share with your partner and also really listen to their ideas as well.  Maybe you will learn something new from one another!
	

	#14
Readers Can Act out Their Mental Images to Gain New Insight

(Part 1) 

Shared Reading
	*poetry book 

Type up a few of the poems that have parts that can be easily acted out.


	Remember yesterday we learned that our mental images can change after we talk about them with others?  Well today you are going to be able to act out your mental images with a small group of your friends.

 
	Your job is to choose a poem, read and reread it, then decide as a group how you can act it out for the class.  I will be the reader while you do the acting.  Hand out the poems and give them 4-5 minutes to prepare. 
	Read each poem aloud to the class without the group dramatizing it….this will allow the other students to create their own mental images first.  Now have each group take a turn acting out their poem for the class.   When they finish, ask them why they chose to dramatize their poem the way they did.
	Remember, there is no one right answer to making a mental image.  Continue to use your senses while you create your images.  Try to place yourself in the story.  When you talk about your images with your partner, listen to what they created in their minds also. 
	

	#15
Readers Can Act out Their Mental Images to Gain New Insight

(Part 2)

Shared Reading
	*poetry book 

Type up a few of the poems that have parts that can be easily acted out.


	Do the same procedure but assign them to a different group of people and use different poems. 


	 You will be doing the same thing as yesterday.  Remember what we talked about….you need to respect all ideas and work together. 

Your job is to choose a poem, read and reread it, then decide as a group how you can act it out for the class.  I will be the reader while you do the acting.  Hand out the poems and give them 4-5 minutes to prepare.
	Read each poem aloud to the class without the group dramatizing it….this will allow the other students to create their own mental images first.  Now have each group take a turn acting out their poem for the class.   When they finish, ask them why they chose to dramatize their poem the way they did.
	Was it easier today than it was yesterday?  Why or why not?
	


Other ideas to help generate mental images:  
1.  Listen to books on tape without showing them the pictures.

2.  Go to Robert Munsch’s website….he has audio (no video) of himself telling stories in front of a live audience….they are hilarious!
3.  To spark some ideas during writer’s workshop soak some cotton balls in different scents (peppermint, lemon, orange, vanilla).  Just 
before they write have them smell to see if it sparks any mental images.  

4. Pass around paper bags with mystery objects inside.  As students handle each object, they can talk to a partner about what they ‘see’ 

in their minds.
